
Maple is found primarily in the Great Lakes region. Its color ranges 
from cream to reddish-brown, and it has a straight grain with 
occasional bird’s-eye or fiddleback patterns. Many scholars believe 
maple was used to build the inner frame of the Trojan horse.

Birch grows in the Northeast and Great Lakes regions and along 
the Appalachians. Its color ranges from cream to light reddish-
brown with a fine grain. Howard Hughes’ famous H-4 Hercules 
aircraft, known as the “Spruce Goose,” was actually made of birch.

Walnut grows from Vermont to the Great Plains and south 
through Louisiana and Texas. Its color varies from white to dark 
brown, and it’s known for its large burls. Famously hardy, walnut 
was used to make airplane propellers in World War I.

Mahogany is native to Mexico, Central and South America, but it’s 
grown throughout the tropics. Its color varies from pale pink to 
reddish-brown with a generally straight grain. It’s often used in 
musical instruments, giving the sound a rich, warm tone.

MAPLE

BIRCH

WALNUT

MAHOGANY

DIFFERENCE?
WOOD’S THE
Get to the root of popular furniture speciesII


